Derives of heteroaromatic ligands have proven to be extremely popular amongst coordination chemists for a wide range of applications because of their ease of synthesis, ease of functionalization, and the steric protection which they afford to metal centres (Zhang et al.; Liu et al.; Kida et al.). Here, we report the synthesis and structure of the title compound, (I).
The molecule of the title compound, C 10 H 12 N 2 O, is approximately planar, with an r.m.s. deviation of 0.072 Å from the mean plane for the non-H atoms. It was synthesized from 2acetylpyridine and N,N-dimethylformamide dimethyl acetal in a one-step reaction. Data collection: APEX2 (Bruker, 2004); cell refinement: SAINT-Plus (Bruker, 2004) ; data reduction: SAINT-Plus; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008); molecular graphics: SHELXTL (Sheldrick, 2008); software used to prepare material for publication: SHELXTL. Fig. 1 . The molecular structure of (I), drawn with 30% probability displacement ellipsoids for the non-hydrogen atoms. Refinement. Refinement of F 2 against ALL reflections. The weighted R-factor wR and goodness of fit S are based on F 2 , conventional R-factors R are based on F, with F set to zero for negative F 2 . The threshold expression of F 2 > σ(F 2 ) is used only for calculating Rfactors(gt) etc. and is not relevant to the choice of reflections for refinement. R-factors based on F 2 are statistically about twice as large as those based on F, and R-factors based on ALL data will be even larger.
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Fractional atomic coordinates and isotropic or equivalent isotropic displacement parameters (Å 2 ) (14) 0.0628 (12) −0.0074 (10) 0.0303 (10) 0.0026 (10) C3 0.0508 (9) 0.0462 (9) 0.0432 (9) 0.0036 (7) 0.0197 (7) 0.0052 (7) C4 0.0487 (9) 0.0464 (9) 0.0466 (9) −0.0007 (7) 0.0185 (7) −0.0010 (7) C5 0.0491 (9) 0.0431 (9) 0.0427 (9) 0.0008 (7) 0.0164 (7) 0.0007 (7) C6 0.0457 (9) 0.0423 (9) 0.0387 (8) 0.0060 (7) 0.0128 (7) 0.0034 (6) C7 0.0541 (10) 0.0571 (11) 0.0531 (10) 0.0016 (8) 0.0232 (8) −0.0037 (8) C8 0.0649 (12) 0.0701 (13) 0.0560 (11) 0.0110 (10) 0.0284 (9) −0.0077 (9) C9 0.0763 (13) 0.0555 (11) 0.0482 (10) 0.0122 (9) 0.0161 (9) −0.0103 (8) C10 0.0730 (12) 0.0476 (10) 0.0519 (10) −0.0048 (9) 0.0158 (9) −0.0051 (8) N1 0.0591 (9) 0.0520 (8) 0.0462 (8) 0.0031 (6) 0.0271 (7) 0.0023 (6) N2 0.0581 (9) 0.0476 (8) 0.0466 (8) −0.0037 (7) 0.0178 (7) −0.0031 (6) O1 0.0896 (10) 0.0554 (8) 0.0676 (9) −0.0208 (7) 0.0472 (8) −0.0144 (6)
Geometric parameters (Å, °)
C1-N1 1.451 (2) C5-O1 1.2384 (18) C1-H1A 0.9600 C5-C6 1.514 (2) C1-H1B 0.9600 C6-N2 1.340 (2) C1-H1C 0.9600 C6-C7 1.386 (2) 
